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Abstract

From the perspective of generative lexicon theory, by examining the examples in A
Study on Chinese Popular Etymology, this paper analyzes how the semantic compositional
mechanisms affect the semantic generation of popular etymology. Since older meanings of
folk etymology become opaque, which results in antilexicalization, people associate older
forms with homophone morphemes so as to compose new meanings. If the semantic types
of components match, pure selection and qulia selection in modification construction will
work in the semantic composition, with the former in structures composed of nouns and
verbs and the latter in the modifier-head structure and the subject—predicate structure with
the adjective as the predicate. If the semantic types of components mismatch, the type

coercion will function.
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Abstract

Cui Pu (1454~1504 BC), named Yuanyuan, named Jinnan. Served as the deputy
manager of the Korean King Chosun Hongwenguan (fifth grade official). In 1487, on the way
to Jeju Island to perform official duties, because his father died, he went home from the
funeral on the third day of the first lunar month in 1488, but was unfortunately on the way.
Encountered a storm, and drifting at sea for nearly half a month, he landed at the "Linhai
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County Boundary of Taizhou Prefecture, Zhejiang Province, Datang Kingdom” (now Sanmen
County). Later, Cui Pu went to Hangzhou by land near Taizhou, where he landed, then via
Hangzhou, took a boat along the Beijing—-Hangzhou Grand Canal to Beijing, and from Beijing
by land through Shanhaiguan, and returned to his country via the Yalu River. Cui Pu stayed
in China for four and a half months, 136 days, and traveled nearly 9,000 miles. After
returning to China, he wrote the book "Piachailu” in Chinese. This diary-style book has a
total of more than 50,000 characters, covering politics, military, economics, culture,
transportation, and local customs in the early years of Hongzhi in the Ming Dynasty. The
situation 1s an important document for studying China’s Ming Dynasty coastal defense,
political system, justice, canals, cities, topography, and folklore.

Key Words : Choi-Fu, "Piao Hai Lu”, Ming Dynasty, Character Phenomenon, Social
Phenomenon Drifting in the sea, Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal
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